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                 INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 

                          SENIOR SECTION 
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                                CLASS X 

                 PATOL BABU,FILM STAR  

   

Theme/ Message: The story ‘Patol Babu, Film star’ has not one but several themes woven into the 

narrative, chief among them being excellence in art versus material or monetary gains. Another theme 

that runs throughout the story is the tradition of theatre versus film making. Patol Babu represents the 

former and Barren Mullick and company represents the latter. Film making gives importance to a chosen 

few stars only. Extreme form of professionalism makes film making quite mechanical and dehumanizing. 

No wonder good artists with small roles feel out of place there. Appended to these two themes is the 

theme of dignity of labor or work. Gogon Pakrashi taught this lesson to Patol Babu many years ago and 

the small film role helps him revise and relearn it all over again.  

I  Read the following extracts and answer the given questions. 

1. Counting your chickens again before they are hatched, are you? No wonder you could 

never make a go of it.  

i) Who is the speaker? 
ii) What topic was being discussed? 
iii) What does “make a go of it” mean? 
 
2. Jolly good! Why ,you’re quite an actor. Sosanko, just take a look at the sky through the 
dark glass, will you? 
 
i) Identify the speaker. 
ii) Why does the speaker say, ‘Jolly good’? 
iii) Why does the speaker ask Sosanko to look at the sky through the dark glass? 
 
3. That’s odd- the man hadn’t been paid yet. What a strange fellow! 
 
i) Who makes this comment? When? 
ii) Who is the man? What was he to be paid for? 
iii) Do you agree the man was a strange fellow? Why/Why not? 
 

II. Answer the given questions in 30-40 words:- 
 

a) How does Patol Babu reconcile to the dialogue given to him ?  

b) Who was Prakashi ? How do his words help Patol Babu in enacting his role ?  

c) What desperate efforts were made by Patol Babu to earn a decent living? 
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d) ‘‘Patol Babu glanced at the paper... and found a sudden throbbing in his head. The heat 

was unbearable.” Why did this happen?  

e) Why did Patol Babu disappear before collecting his payment?  

 

III. Answer the given questions in 100-125 words:- 

a) “ It is not the magnitude of the work, but the way it is performed that makes it significant or 

insignificant.” Discuss in the light of the story ‘Patol Babu’. 
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